
THE SPURGEON MANOR  TIMES

Caring with Respect and Dignity in a Loving Christian Community 

June is wonderful time with early summer weather, 
crops growing and flowers blooming. It’s also a great 
time to enjoy walks, bike rides and picnics in the park 
– and at Spurgeon Manor, we have it all and more this 
month! 

Staying physically active is critical. Spurgeon Manor 
is second to none, when it comes to providing 
residents with a myriad of activities from which to 
choose to stay active physically, mentally, socially 
and spiritually. That’s not just me saying we excel, but 
the Iowa Health Care Association, as Activity Director 
Diane Watts was honored for being the best in the 
state with the “Excellence in Activity Services” award 
at the IHCA conference.

This month, starting Tuesday mornings is “Walking 
and Wheeling”; a new weekly activity for residents 
(some needing volunteer help) to get outside for 
some fresh air, exercise and fun. With the summer 
weather, also come more opportunities for residents 
to go on rides with our all-ability bikes – or use the 
Spurgeon Manor bus. Two picnics are planned this 
month at the Dallas Center Parks - Mound Park and 
Memorial Park. Even a trip to Panora, for a Gospel 
sing, is planned for June.

Many studies support the fact that just being outside 
leads to significant health benefits, including 
improved blood pressure, lower stress and a boost in 
mental health. But that is something that I think we all 
know, without needing to have a study tell us, as most 
of us naturally feel more relaxed and at peace when 
outside – whether a walk in the park or watching the 
stars at night.

As great as this year is going to be, we are looking 
forward to next year with the completion of the new 
assisted living, on the southeastern part of our campus 
near the bike trail. In addition to the amenities inside 
the new facility, there will be the Bruce Kuehl Walking 
Trail around the exterior of the new building. The 
trail will provide an opportunity to enjoy the prairie 
grasses and the Mortimer Courtyard Flower Garden 
– and connect directly to the Raccoon River Valley 
Trail. This will allow family members, volunteers and 
staff to more easily access that beautiful wheelchair 
accessible path for walks and bike rides.

Outside or inside, we strive to stay on the cutting 
edge, to improve the quality of life for our residents, 
Two years ago, the addition of the It’s Never Too 
Late (IN2L) computer system (developed specifically 
for seniors to use), brings opportunity for mental 
exercise and social opportunities. Thanks to a grant 
from the Dallas County Foundation, this year we 
are excited to bring the Music & Memory system to 
Spurgeon Manor – in which special songs can unlock 
lost memories.

June is a wonderful month, and we are looking 
forward to enjoying each and every day. It takes a 
team to maximize all areas of our residents’ health, 
and I am grateful for our families, staff and volunteers 
who are part of our team. But there’s room for more, 
and I hope you will consider joining in on the fun! You 
will be glad you did! 

"Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest 
prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth." 
- 3 John 2

Prospering in All Areas of Health takes Teamwork! by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Happy New Year! The calendar continues to change 
all too quickly, with each passing year. Whether 
reflecting back or looking forward to the new year, 
we have so much to be thankful for each day.

December was an exciting month. Nothing 
compares with celebrating Jesus’ birth, but we did 
have another celebration – the Grand Opening 
of Spurgeon Assisted Living. I will never be able 
to adequately thank the hundreds of supporters, 
including Harry Stine, for his generosity. Please see 
more information in this newsletter, regarding our 
December 12 Grand Opening and the December 
15 Open House.

With the new Assisted Living, Spurgeon Manor will 
continue to provide the best senior care possible; 
in-part through the facilities, but more importantly 
through our amazing staff. Our staff provide the 
loving care in which Spurgeon Manor has built its 
reputation – 24-hours a day and 7-days per week, 
without fail.

Senior care may be the most regulated industry in 
our country, and that goes for Christian nonprofits 
like Spurgeon Manor. We are regulated through 
both state and federal agencies, including Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). While 
complying with the rigorous regulations, Spurgeon 
Manor has prided itself on being a Silver Quality 
Award winner and consistently receiving five-star 
ratings. 

This fall, CMS initiated a new program on their 
Nursing Home Compare website. A special icon - a 
red circle with an open palm – is being placed next 

to the name of facilities that receive deficiencies,  
related to resident abuse. Unfortunately, Spurgeon 
Manor received this red hand icon, as the result of 
two self-reported, isolated incidents.

Although we understand the reasons behind this 
new program, the unintended consequence is 
– that the icon specifically assigns blame to the 
facility; when, in some cases, the long-term care  
facilities had little or no control over the situation. 
The program may actually be counterproductive 
to achieving the high-quality patient outcomes for 
which everyone strives.

The red-hand icon next to Spurgeon Manor will 
soon drop off the website, as the time frame to 
display the icon, is over in January. Spurgeon Manor 
will continue to do the right thing regarding self-
reporting, and our commitment to providing the 
best senior care in the nation will never waiver. I felt 
it important to share this with you, and am happy to 
discuss the situation in more detail, should anyone 
have questions.

Thank you for your love and support of Spurgeon 
Manor. We have many challenges that lie ahead of 
us each and every day, and I look forward to them 
with hope and promise for what God has in store for 
us in 2020! 

Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all thine 
heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 
thy paths.”

December Celebrations and New Year Challenges!  by: Maureen Cahill, Administrator
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Al and Jeanine Kraayenbrink doing a craft activity with their students through 
the Grandparent Program with Dallas Center-Grimes Middle School.

Marilyn Kuehl and Noni Pittman volunteered during the holidays.

Twyla Johnson enjoys an afternoon  
game of Bingo. 

The Hiz Kidz, an after-school program, put on a Christmas Program portraying the Nativity Scene.

Alana Marean, ADON and her daughter 
Avery. Avery came to visit and entertain 

residents with Kids Company. Dani Conway, Housekeeping, got to see her daughter  
Lauren perform with Hiz Kidz.

Residents and their families enjoyed 
Christmas music, performed by  
Phil Hague with his harmonica. 
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What a December … and what a busy year!  We are 
blessed here at Spurgeon Manor!  We have some 
great residents and supportive families.  We have 
churches, service organizations, school students 
and many community volunteers who share their 
time, talents and gifts with us.  

Carole Hoover and her Questor Friends, and Beta 
Sigma Phi group did a nice job of decorating the 
RCF area for Christmas.  Activity Assistant, Judy 
Kumm and family decorated most of the other areas 
in the building.

Bethany Thompson and students held their piano 
recital at Spurgeon, entertaining us with Christmas 
Songs.  Entertainer, Jerry Michael continued the 
holiday music, by singing a variety of seasonal 
songs.  Kids Company brought in approximately 
120 children, ages 3 thru 5 years, to share their 
Christmas songs, cards and cookies.

We invited our families to join us for entertainer 
Phil Hague with his harmonic music; and then to 
check out our decorations throughout the building.  
Refreshments were served and door prizes given.  

The Mainstreet Strummers are always fun to have 
at Spurgeon Manor.  They are local musicians with 
talents to share.  Jennie’s piano students entertained 
us and we’ve had many groups of carolers stroll 
throughout the halls.  

The Hiz Kidz, an after school program, put on a 
Christmas Program portraying the Nativity Scene 
and then shared cookies, cookies and more cookies!  
The Dallas Center/Grimes Key Club brought cards 
and special Christmas wishes.  The Van Meter 
elementary grades made some colorful cards with 
Christmas greetings.

Our Hat & Mitten Tree is full and over flowing with 
beautiful colored hats, mittens and gloves.  Thanks 
to everyone who donated!

Activity Happenings by: Diane Watts, A.D.

Upcoming January Events: 

4th Gotta Zing 2:00 p.m.

7th Jerry Michael Music 2:30 p.m.

11th Marilyn Jerome Music 11:00 a.m. 

21st Suzi Q (Ventriloquist) 11:00 a.m. 

23rd Bill Connet Music 2:30 p.m.

30th Side by Side Duo Music 2:30 p.m.

31st Birthday Party 2:00 p.m.

THANK YOU
We would like to thank all the churches, 
daycares, school groups and service 
organizations for their thoughtfulness at 
this Holiday season and throughout the 
year.  You have helped to make our lives 
a little brighter and special.  Thanks to all 
of the musicians, volunteers, families and 
community for sharing your talents, smiles 
and hugs with us.  We really do live in a 
community of faith and love.  And last but 
not least, thanks to a group of people we 
call staff for making our Christmas Season 
the Best and being helpful throughout the 
entire year-thanks!



SPURGEON ASSISTED LIVING 
GRAND OPENING 
AND OPEN HOUSE
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Two wonderful events were held celebrating dreams 
fulfilled with the completion of Spurgeon Assisted Living 
– a grand opening on Thursday evening, December 12 
and an open house on Sunday afternoon, December 15.

The grand opening reception was attended by nearly 200 
supporters and special guests.  Board President 
Ben Rouse welcomed guests and opened with 
a prayer followed by a program that included 
three Iowa icons – Van Harden, Simon Estes and 
Harry Stine. 

Van Harden, well-known WHO radio personality 
who is from Adel, served as emcee. Maureen 
Cahill, Administrator / CEO shared an overview 
and history of the project and thanked the 
many supporters who made it possible – with 
special recognition of Harry Stine for his 
challenge grant. Van visited with Harry as to 
why Spurgeon Assisted Living is important to 

him, noting that the two had something 



in common – both of their mothers had lived 
at Spurgeon Manor. Simon Estes, world-
renown opera singer and friend of Harry’s, 
spoke as well and sang “God Bless America” 
prior to a formal ribbon. Campaign Co-
Chairs Karl Eby and Judy Erickson, Spurgeon 
Assisted Living Executive Director Lynette 
Krambeer, Maureen, Harry, Ben and Simon 
all participated in the formal ribbon cutting. 
Kyle Ballenger, Food Services Director, and 
his staff provided incredible food and 
beverages for the festive evening.

On Sunday afternoon, Spurgeon Assisted 
Living’s open house was attended by 
more than 150 people who toured the new 
facility and enjoyed cake and fellowship. 
It was exciting to see so friends in the 
community come to tour and hear the 
many comments on the beauty of the 
new 40-room assisted living facility. In 
conjunction with the open house, Bob 
King and members of Dallas Center 
Rotary held a ribbon cutting outdoors 
for the new Rotary sponsored bench by 
the bike path that will be enjoyed for 
many years to come.

If you would like to visit Spurgeon 
Assisted Living, please contact 
Lynette Krambeer at 
lkrambeer@spurgeonmanor.com 
or call 515.992.3735 to arrange a tour.
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Thank-you notes and words of appreciation from co-workers … we call them “Positive Vibes”. 

• Emily Sawe – Thank you for always being so helpful.

• Night Shift – Thank you for caring for our residents through-out the night; and thanks for staying 
   in morning, when needed. You are appreciate – so very much!

• Ron Hyde – Thanks – you are always willing to help out! 

• Morning Nursing Shift – Thanks for always working well together – and as a team! You’re the best!

• Shawna Mills – Thank you for taking great care of the residents, while on the med cart and when 
   off; and for paying attention to detail!

• Alana Marean – Thank you for working on the floor and helping out. You really are a leader and 
   team player.

• Dietary Staff – Love all of you who make or serve the meals! You truly deserve a hug for all you so. 
   ~ A resident

POSITIVE VIBES

The 40+ members of the New Horizon Band entertained the Spurgeon residents.
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HELP SPREAD THE WORD…
SPURGEON ASSISTED LIVING IS NOW OPEN! 
Spurgeon Assisted Living is now open and residents have begun to move in… and we want to invite you 
to visit and help spread the word! 

Located on the southeast corner of Spurgeon Manor's campus, Spurgeon Assisted Living is in a beautiful 
setting alongside the Raccoon River Valley Bike Trail to the east, and farm fields to the south. 

With 24 units in three assisted living wings - and 16 units in a secured memory care wing - Spurgeon 
Assisted Living is an amazing new facility to help in our goal of providing the best senior care in the nation. 

If you or someone you know may be interested in, or in need of assisted living, we hope you will consider 
sharing the news of Spurgeon Assisted Living with them and encourage a visit!

For a personal tour of Iowa’s newest and most beautiful assisted living, in a loving Christian senior 
community, please contact Lynette Krambeer (lkrambeer@spurgeonmanor.com) or Maureen Cahill 
(mcahill@spurgeonmanor.com) or call 515.992.3735.

Spurgeon Manor
Continue the journey
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I pray that from 
his glorious, 

unlimited           
resources he will 

empower you with 
inner strength 

through his Spirit. 
-Ephesians 3:16 
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LET YOUR 
LIGHT SO SHINE 
BEFORE MEN, 
THAT THEY 
MAY SEE YOUR 
GOOD WORKS, 
AND GLORIFY 
YOUR FATHER 
WHICH IS IN 
HEAVEN. 
 
MATTHEW 5:16

Assisted Living
Lynette Krambeer-Morney, Executive Director
Sara Lehman, Director of Nursing


